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2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE
DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN KC OAK LAC

1 NYG DAL WAS PHI GB ARZ CHI ATL MIN LAR HOU SF DET CAR TB CIN NYJ BAL PIT BUF MIA SEA TEN NE NO LAC KC CLE OAK JAC DEN IND

2 WAS BUF ATL DAL DEN LAC MIN GB PHI TB LAR CAR BAL NO CIN PIT NYG NE MIA CLE ARZ SF NYJ SEA JAC TEN HOU IND CHI OAK KC DET

3 MIA TB DET CHI WAS PHI DEN OAK IND ARZ SEA NYG CAR CLE PIT NO CIN DAL NYJ NE KC BUF LAR SF LAC ATL TEN JAC GB BAL MIN HOU

4 NO WAS GB NYG MIN KC PHI CHI TEN HOU DAL LAR SEA TB ARZ NE LAC BUF CLE PIT BAL CIN CAR OAK DEN ATL JAC DET IND MIA

5 GB MIN NYJ NE OAK DAL NYG HOU JAC TB NO CIN SEA CLE LAR TEN WAS PHI PIT ARZ SF BAL ATL KC CAR BUF LAC IND CHI DEN

6 NYJ NE MIN MIA GB DET PHI ARZ TB JAC CAR ATL SF LAR CLE WAS NYG DAL CIN BAL SEA LAC KC NO DEN TEN HOU PIT

7 PHI ARZ DAL SF NO MIN OAK DET LAR CHI NYG ATL WAS BAL MIA BUF NYJ NE SEA JAC IND HOU CIN LAC KC DEN GB TEN

8 DET BUF MIN LAC NYG KC WAS SEA SF ARZ TEN NO CIN CAR ATL PHI PIT CLE JAC LAR NE MIA OAK DEN NYJ TB IND GB HOU CHI

9 NYG DAL CHI BUF PHI OAK LAC KC TEN SEA SF ARZ TB WAS NYJ BAL MIA NE DEN IND JAC PIT HOU CAR CLE MIN DET GB

10 MIN NYJ DET CHI CAR DAL NO GB ATL ARZ TB PIT SEA SF CLE IND NYG CIN BAL BUF LAR MIA KC TEN LAC OAK

11 DET NE NYJ LAR DAL DEN CAR ATL TB NO SF CHI ARZ MIA BUF PHI WAS HOU OAK PIT CLE BAL JAC IND MIN LAC CIN KC

12 NE CHI SEA DET NYG WAS SF TB NO CAR ATL BAL GB PHI DEN CLE DAL OAK LAR PIT MIA CIN IND HOU TEN JAC BUF NYJ

13 BUF GB MIA CAR DET CHI NYG SEA NO WAS ATL JAC LAR ARZ BAL MIN DAL PHI HOU CIN SF NYJ PIT CLE NE TEN TB IND LAC OAK KC DEN

14 CHI PHI NYG GB DAL MIN WAS DET CAR ATL SF IND PIT SEA NO LAR BAL NYJ KC MIA BUF CLE CIN ARZ DEN TB LAC OAK HOU NE TEN JAC

15 LAR MIA WAS PHI GB TB CHI LAC SF SEA IND DET CLE DAL ATL CAR PIT NYG CIN BAL NYJ NE ARZ BUF TEN NO OAK HOU KC DEN JAC MIN

16 PHI WAS DAL NYG KC DEN MIN GB JAC IND TEN HOU SEA SF LAR ARZ NE CIN BUF PIT CLE MIA BAL NYJ TB CAR ATL NO DET CHI LAC OAK

17 WAS PHI NYG DAL MIN GB DET CHI TB NO CAR ATL LAR ARZ SEA SF NYJ NE MIA BUF PIT CLE CIN BAL TEN JAC IND HOU OAK LAC DEN KC

▪ Process begins at the conclusion of the regular season, once all 256 match-ups are determined

▪ 32 Clubs provide input (stadium blocks, travel considerations, competitive factors, key initiatives, 
etc.)

▪ Entire process takes about 3 months with the computers working 24 hours a day
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AFC EAST AFC NORTH AFC SOUTH AFC WEST NFC EAST NFC NORTH NFC SOUTH NFC WEST

Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away

B UF BAL CLE B A L NE BUF H OU DEN KC D EN JAX HOU D A L GB CHI C H I DAL PHL A T L LAR ARZ A R Z ATL NO

CIN PIT NYJ M IA OAK LAC TEN IND M IN DET NYG WAS SEA SF CAR TB

M IA BAL CLE C IN NE BUF IN D DEN KC OA K JAX HOU N YG GB CHI D ET DAL PHL C A R LAR ARZ SF ATL NO

CIN PIT NYJ M IA OAK LAC TEN IND M IN DET NYG WAS SEA SF CAR TB

N E CLE BAL C LE BUF NE JA X KC DEN KC HOU JAX P H L CHI GB GB PHL DAL N O ARZ LAR LA R NO ATL

PIT CIN M IA NYJ LAC OAK IND TEN DET M IN WAS NYG SF SEA TB CAR

N YJ CLE BAL P IT BUF NE T EN KC DEN LA C HOU JAX WA S CHI GB M IN PHL DAL T B ARZ LAR SEA NO ATL

PIT CIN M IA NYJ LAC OAK IND TEN DET M IN WAS NYG SF SEA TB CAR

AFC EAST AFC NORTH AFC SOUTH AFC WEST NFC EAST NFC NORTH NFC SOUTH NFC WEST

Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away

N E KC HOU B A L HOU KC H OU NE BAL KC BAL NE D A L LAR NO C H I NO LAR N O DAL CHI LA R CHI DAL

M IA LAC IND P IT IND LAC IN D M IA PIT LA C PIT M IA P H L SEA ATL M IN ATL SEA A T L PHL M IN SEA M IN PHL

B UF DEN TEN C LE TEN DEN T EN BUF CLE D EN CLE BUF WA S SF CAR GB CAR SF C A R WAS GB SF GB WAS

N YJ OAK JAX C IN JAX OAK JA X NYJ CIN OA K CIN NYJ N YG ARZ TB D ET TB ARZ T B NYG DET A R Z DET NYG

AFC EAST AFC NORTH AFC SOUTH AFC WEST NFC EAST NFC NORTH NFC SOUTH NFC WEST

Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away Home Away

B UF PHL DAL B A L ARZ LAR H OU ATL NO D EN CHI GB D A L BUF NE C H I KC DEN A T L JAX HOU A R Z CLE BAL

WAS NYG SF SEA CAR TB DET M IN M IA NYJ LAC OAK TEN IND PIT CIN

M IA PHL DAL C IN ARZ LAR IN D ATL NO OA K CHI GB N YG BUF NE D ET KC DEN C A R JAX HOU SF CLE BAL

WAS NYG SF SEA CAR TB DET M IN M IA NYJ LAC OAK TEN IND PIT CIN

N E DAL PHL C LE LAR ARZ JA X NO ATL KC GB CHI P H L NE BUF GB DEN KC N O HOU JAX LA R BAL CLE

NYG WAS SEA SF TB CAR M IN DET NYJ M IA OAK LAC IND TEN CIN PIT

N YJ DAL PHL P IT LAR ARZ T EN NO ATL LA C GB CHI WA S NE BUF M IN DEN KC T B HOU JAX SEA BAL CLE

NYG WAS SEA SF TB CAR M IN DET NYJ M IA OAK LAC IND TEN CIN PIT

2019 NON-DIVISIONAL OPPONENT BREAKDOWN

INTRACONFERENCE GAMES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

INTERCONFERENCE GAMES

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE



4

2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE
BLANK BOARD

▪ Each box represents a potential site for an NFL game

▪ There are 256 games and 32 byes to fit into 544 boxes

▪ Hundreds of trillions of possible completed NFL schedules

DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN KC OAK LAC
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2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE
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2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE
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EVOLUTION CLADOGRAM
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2019 NFL PLAYING SCHEDULE
STADIUM CONFLICTS

▪ Over 100 potential conflicts (some partial, some full week)

▪ Conflicts examples: MLB regular season and postseason, MLS, NCAA football, High School football, 
golf tournaments, concerts, trade shows, conventions, etc.

DAL NYG PHL WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAX TEN DEN KC OAK LAC

1
BB                

MON
USC SAT

BB

SUN

BB

SUN

NO

PIT

BB

SUN
NASCAR

BB

SUN
9/8

2
BB               

TH-SU

COLL            

FB
NO MON

BB

TH-MO

BB

THU

NO

THU
Wedding

BB

SUN

BB

MON
AWAY 9/15

3 NO THU USC FRI
BB

THU

BB

TH-SU

BB

SUN

BB

THU
LEASE

BB

SUN
9/22

4 ROSH
BB               

SUN
NASCAR

BB

TH-SU

ROSH

MLS
ROSH

BB

TH-SU

BB

SUN
AWAY 9/29

5 DIV Marathon
MLS            

SUN

MLS

SUN
DIV DIV DIV 10/6

6 Marathon
NO

THU

COLL

FB
10/13

7 USC SAT NO MON LEASE
NO

THU
AWAY 10/20

8 WS
MLS

THU
WS

NO THU

NO MON

REQUEST

AWAY AWAY 10/27

9 USC SAT
MLS

THU

NO

THU
NO THU

NO SUN

FLA

GA
11/3

10
US 

BANK
NO THU NO THU

MLS

SU-MO
AWAY 11/10

11 AUTO HS LEASE
NO THU

NO MON
11/17

12 NO THU USC SAT BIG 10
NO

THU
11/24

13
NO

SU 1p
12/1

14 BIG 12 SEC ACC PAC 12 AWAY HS 12/8

15
ARMY             

NAVY
HS

NO TH

NO SUN
HS LEASE AWAY

NO

THU
12/15

16
HS            

SAT
12/22

17 BOWL BOWL 12/29
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PARTIAL LIST OF 2019 RULES & CONSTRAINTS

Teams playing in London home or close the week prior, on BYE (or home?) the week after

Two teams must play Thursday of Week 14 after playing Thanksgiving Day

No team plays more than two road games against team coming off their BYE

No team plays consecutive road games involving cross-country trips unless requested

All teams playing road Thursday games are home the previous week

All teams playing home Thursday games have limited travel the previous week

Teams can travel no more than 2 time zones for a Thursday game

No team has earliest BYE in consecutive seasons

Manage 3-game road trips (and 3-game home stands for teams with ticket issues)

Minimize number of teams playing road game after road MNF 

Minimize number of division series that end in first half of season

Minimize number of division series that are played less than 3 weeks apart

Minimize number of teams that play two consecutive road games to start or end season

Maximize number of late-season division games

Minimize early-season 1pm games for teams with weather concerns

CBS/FOX have at least three 1pm games every week, preferably geographically diverse

CBS/FOX have at least five total games, preferably six or more when doubleheader network

CBS and FOX shouldn’t “lose” their key teams or an entire division all on same weekend
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SCHEDULE INEQUITIES
3-game 2-away 2-away 3-of-last-4 Road after

Road Trip To Start To Finish On Road Road MNF

Arizona Cardinals 2011 2017 2016 2016 2009

Atlanta Falcons 2017 2007 2018 2018 2017

Baltimore Ravens 2018 2015 2016 2016 2015

Buffalo Bills 2015 2006 2017 2014 2015

Carolina Panthers 2011 2001 2010 2003 2012

Chicago Bears 2008 2008 2018 2017 2015

Cincinnati Bengals 2017 2016 2018 2018 2006

Cleveland Browns 2011 1986 2017 2013 1990

Dallas Cowboys 2006 2012 2010 2017 2015

Denver Broncos 2017 2003 2013 1997 2017

Detroit Lions 2000 2015 2014 2018 1971

Green Bay Packers 2016 2016 2004 2017 2007

Houston Texans 2012 2018 Never 2013 2017

Indianapolis Colts 2011 2004 2014 2014 2009

Jacksonville Jaguars 2015 2014 2018 2018 2008

Kansas City Chiefs 2000 2018 2009 2013 2015

Los Angeles Rams 2018 2009 2015 2012 2001

Los Angeles Chargers 2003 1997 2015 2015 1983

Miami Dolphins 2015 2016 2008 2008 2002

Minnesota Vikings 2017 2013 2010 2002 2004

New England Patriots 2017 2014 2015 2015 2017

New Orleans Saints 2018 2014 1996 2016 1993

New York Giants 2009 2001 2016 2010 2016

New York Jets 2011 2017 1993 2017 1987

Oakland Raiders 1993 2011 2017 2017 2017

Philadelphia Eagles 2017 2017 2014 2018 1991

Pittsburgh Steelers 2010 2001 2015 2015 2003

San Francisco 49ers 2017 1997 2011 2011 2014

Seattle Seahawks 2009 2018 1996 2003 2000

Tampa Bay Buccaneers 2017 2016 2013 2011 2008

Tennessee Titans 2013 2015 2010 2015 2007

Washington Redskins 2016 2012 2015 2015 2014
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3-game 2-away 2-away 3-of-last-4 Road after

Road Trip To Start To Finish On Road Road MNF

Arizona Cardinals 2011 2017 2016 2016 2009

Atlanta Falcons 2017 2007 2018 2018 2017

Baltimore Ravens 2018 2015 2016 2016 2015

Buffalo Bills 2015 2006 2017 2014 2015

Carolina Panthers 2011 2001 2010 2003 2012

Chicago Bears 2008 2008 2018 2017 2015

Cincinnati Bengals 2017 2016 2018 2018 2006

Cleveland Browns 2011 1986 2017 2013 1990

Dallas Cowboys 2006 2012 2010 2017 2015

Denver Broncos 2017 2003 2013 1997 2017

Detroit Lions 2000 2015 2014 2018 1971

Green Bay Packers 2016 2016 2004 2017 2007

Houston Texans 2012 2018 Never 2013 2017

Indianapolis Colts 2011 2004 2014 2014 2009

Jacksonville Jaguars 2015 2014 2018 2018 2008

Kansas City Chiefs 2000 2018 2009 2013 2015

Los Angeles Rams 2018 2009 2015 2012 2001

Los Angeles Chargers 2003 1997 2015 2015 1983

Miami Dolphins 2015 2016 2008 2008 2002

Minnesota Vikings 2017 2013 2010 2002 2004

New England Patriots 2017 2014 2015 2015 2017

New Orleans Saints 2018 2014 1996 2016 1993

New York Giants 2009 2001 2016 2010 2016

New York Jets 2011 2017 1993 2017 1987

Oakland Raiders 1993 2011 2017 2017 2017

Philadelphia Eagles 2017 2017 2014 2018 1991

Pittsburgh Steelers 2010 2001 2015 2015 2003

San Francisco 49ers 2017 1997 2011 2011 2014

Seattle Seahawks 2009 2018 1996 2003 2000

Tampa Bay Buccaneers 2017 2016 2013 2011 2008

Tennessee Titans 2013 2015 2010 2015 2007

Washington Redskins 2016 2012 2015 2015 2014

SCHEDULE INEQUITIES
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PRIMETIME GAMES
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PRIMETIME GAMES
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PRIMETIME GAMES
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PRIMETIME GAMES
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PRIMETIME GAMES
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PRIMETIME GAMES
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PRIMETIME GAMES
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CLOUD COMPUTING
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SCHEDULING PARTNERS

Optimal Planning Solutions

Gurobi Optimization

University at Buffalo

George Mason University

Washington University in St. Louis

Recentive Analytics

XIJ Analytics
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2020 FINAL SCHEDULE

DAL NYG PHI WAS CHI DET GB MIN ATL CAR NO TB ARZ LAR SF SEA BUF MIA NE NYJ BAL CIN CLE PIT HOU IND JAC TEN DEN KC OAK LAC

1 NYG DAL WAS PHI GB ARZ CHI ATL MIN LAR HOU SF DET CAR TB CIN NYJ BAL PIT BUF MIA SEA TEN NE NO LAC KC CLE OAK JAC DEN IND

2 WAS BUF ATL DAL DEN LAC MIN GB PHI TB LAR CAR BAL NO CIN PIT NYG NE MIA CLE ARZ SF NYJ SEA JAC TEN HOU IND CHI OAK KC DET

3 MIA TB DET CHI WAS PHI DEN OAK IND ARZ SEA NYG CAR CLE PIT NO CIN DAL NYJ NE KC BUF LAR SF LAC ATL TEN JAC GB BAL MIN HOU

4 NO WAS GB NYG MIN KC PHI CHI TEN HOU DAL LAR SEA TB ARZ NE LAC BUF CLE PIT BAL CIN CAR OAK DEN ATL JAC DET IND MIA

5 GB MIN NYJ NE OAK DAL NYG HOU JAC TB NO CIN SEA CLE LAR TEN WAS PHI PIT ARZ SF BAL ATL KC CAR BUF LAC IND CHI DEN

6 NYJ NE MIN MIA GB DET PHI ARZ TB JAC CAR ATL SF LAR CLE WAS NYG DAL CIN BAL SEA LAC KC NO DEN TEN HOU PIT

7 PHI ARZ DAL SF NO MIN OAK DET LAR CHI NYG ATL WAS BAL MIA BUF NYJ NE SEA JAC IND HOU CIN LAC KC DEN GB TEN

8 DET BUF MIN LAC NYG KC WAS SEA SF ARZ TEN NO CIN CAR ATL PHI PIT CLE JAC LAR NE MIA OAK DEN NYJ TB IND GB HOU CHI

9 NYG DAL CHI BUF PHI OAK LAC KC TEN SEA SF ARZ TB WAS NYJ BAL MIA NE DEN IND JAC PIT HOU CAR CLE MIN DET GB

10 MIN NYJ DET CHI CAR DAL NO GB ATL ARZ TB PIT SEA SF CLE IND NYG CIN BAL BUF LAR MIA KC TEN LAC OAK

11 DET NE NYJ LAR DAL DEN CAR ATL TB NO SF CHI ARZ MIA BUF PHI WAS HOU OAK PIT CLE BAL JAC IND MIN LAC CIN KC

12 NE CHI SEA DET NYG WAS SF TB NO CAR ATL BAL GB PHI DEN CLE DAL OAK LAR PIT MIA CIN IND HOU TEN JAC BUF NYJ

13 BUF GB MIA CAR DET CHI NYG SEA NO WAS ATL JAC LAR ARZ BAL MIN DAL PHI HOU CIN SF NYJ PIT CLE NE TEN TB IND LAC OAK KC DEN

14 CHI PHI NYG GB DAL MIN WAS DET CAR ATL SF IND PIT SEA NO LAR BAL NYJ KC MIA BUF CLE CIN ARZ DEN TB LAC OAK HOU NE TEN JAC

15 LAR MIA WAS PHI GB TB CHI LAC SF SEA IND DET CLE DAL ATL CAR PIT NYG CIN BAL NYJ NE ARZ BUF TEN NO OAK HOU KC DEN JAC MIN

16 PHI WAS DAL NYG KC DEN MIN GB JAC IND TEN HOU SEA SF LAR ARZ NE CIN BUF PIT CLE MIA BAL NYJ TB CAR ATL NO DET CHI LAC OAK

17 WAS PHI NYG DAL MIN GB DET CHI TB NO CAR ATL LAR ARZ SEA SF NYJ NE MIA BUF PIT CLE CIN BAL TEN JAC IND HOU OAK LAC DEN KC


